impregnated with these organic substances than the lower; the higher, therefore, the subsoil water ascends, the more impregnated will probably be the layer of the soil which is humectated by it.
The relation existing between the cholera germ imported from without, and the soil forming the nidus for its development, Pettenkofer considers, as yet, as hypothetical, but he regards the combined action of both as indispensable, for the ?production of the active cholera poison. He discusses the possibility of two views, viz., 1, that the cholera germ requires for its farther development and multiplication a certain soil, and infects only after having passed through this process in the soil; or, 2, that the material from the soil, and the cholera germ communicated by the intercourse, act on each other within our organism, undergoing chemical processes, the end of which is the disease in question ; the cholera germ, therefore, would be rendered active, according to the former hypothesis, outside ; according to the second, inside of our organism. Pettenkofer does not decide for either, but thinks that Snow's researches on the influence of polluted water are in favour of the second. He would give Snow's fact the interpretation that the impure water contained the substance which, under ordinary circumstances, is communicated by the personal intercourse (the cholera excretions), and the material derived from the soil would have already existed in the air of the houses. As, however, the water was not only drunk, but used also for other household purposes, and had therefore abundant opportunity to come in contact with the soil, the process may also be explained by the first hypothesis. Snow 
